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ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP TEAM

Joshua C. Baker, O.D., M.S. 
Interim Dean, Chicago College of Optometry, Senior Vice President and Chief Academic Ofcer 

Tomas A. Boyle, D.O., M.B.A., FACEP, FACOEP 
Dean, Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Sheri Brownstein, D.M.D., M.Ed. 
Dean, College of Dental Medicine-Arizona 

Jared Chamberlain, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Health Sciences, Glendale Campus 

Mitchell R. Emerson, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Pharmacy, Downers Grove and Glendale Campuses 

Michael J. Fay, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Graduate Studies, Downers Grove and Glendale Campuses 

Alicia E. Feis, O.D., FAAO 
Dean, Arizona College of Optometry 

Carla Gartrell, D.V.M., J.D., DACVIM 
Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine-Arizona 

Harold J. Haering, D.M.D. 
Dean, College of Dental Medicine-Illinois 

Jefrey L. Jensen, D.P.M., FACFAS 
Dean, Arizona College of Podiatric Medicine 

Lori A. Kemper, D.O., M.S., FACOFP 
Dean, Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Coretta C. Patterson, D.V.M., DACVIM-SA 
Dean, Proposed College of Veterinary Medicine-Illinois 

Fred D. Romano, Ph.D., FASAHP 
Dean, College of Health Sciences, Downers Grove Campus 

Shannon Sesterhenn, M.S., Ed.D. 
Dean of Student Services 
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ORDER OF CEREMONY

Processional 
The Audience Will Please Stand 

Introduction 

National Anthem 

Opening Reflection 

Welcome Address 

The Osteopathic Oath 

Presentation of Graduates 

Conferral of Degrees 

Presentation of Midwestern University Coin 
Honoring our Military Graduates 

Musical Interlude 

Student Remarks 

Closing Remarks 

Closing Reflection 

Recessional 

Video recording of commencement ceremonies using cameras or personal electronic 
devices is strictly prohibited. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Midwestern University reserves the right to use any photograph/video taken at any event sponsored by MWU for publicity 
purposes without the expressed written permission of those included within the photograph/video. MWU may use the 

images on its social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, YouTube), websites (midwestern.edu, 
mwuclinics.com, or mwuanimalhealth.com), or printed publications (e.g., invitations, programs, brochures). Thank you for 

your participation. 

Graduation Celebration Social Media Toolkit 
Congratulations Graduates! Midwestern University wants to help you celebrate commencement and provide you the 
tools to help you share your success on social media with customized stickers and templates for each social platform. 

Add a commemorative cover photo to your Facebook, LinkedIn, or Twitter profile, send a Snapchat with our 
graduation filters or use an #MWUGrad2025 Instagram sticker to tell your story. 
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Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine   Class of 2025 

Individual Awards 
American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) 

Glasgow-Rubin Certifcates of Commendation for Academic Achievement: 
Carma Azhar, Carolyn Byrne, Madelyn Betar, Fiona Busser, Vienna George, Amy Luo, 

Natalie Lyn, Sara Napoli, Nidhi Parikh, Jane Schetter, Andrea St Laurent, Katherine Waghorne 

Dean’s Special Commendation Award: Giorgiana Franzese 

Donna Jones Moritsugu Memorial Award: Sean McIntyre, spouse of Danielle Voke 

Lowell Goldberg Award: Eric Cooper

 Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine Scholar Awards: Jordan Barry, Cameron Braz, Jason Vo 

Public Service Award: Fiona Busser 

Stephen J. Sears Award: Reem Darwish 

Valedictorian: Katherine Waghorne 

Departmental Awards 
Anatomy: Carolyn Byrne 

Behavioral Medicine: Luke Lammers 

Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics: Natalia Klisch 

Clinical Integration: Fady Botros 

Emergency Medicine: Madeline Jurcev 

Family Medicine: Daniel Raferty 

Internal Medicine: Jane Schetter 

Microbiology and Immunology: Jacob White 

Obstetrics/Gynecology: Giorgiana Franzese 

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine (Basic Science): Katherine Enrietto 

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine (Clinical Science): Andrew Asencio 

Pediatrics: Jordan Barry & Nidhi Parikh 

Pharmacology: Alessandro Dotti 

Physiology: William Dan 

Psychiatry: Syed Hasan & Julia Lambert 

Surgery: Jacob White 

Faculty and Staff Recognition Awards 
Outstanding Clinical Coordinator: Helen Chong 

Outstanding Clinical Preceptor: Timothy Halt, D.O. 

Outstanding Intern of the Year: Emily Daly, D.O. 

Outstanding Professor: Orhay Mirzapolos, D.O. 

Outstanding Professor: Shan Rehman, D.O. 

Outstanding Resident of the Year: Zoya Khan, D.O. 
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE CLASS OF 2025 

Crystal Ann Abdallah 
Flint, MI 

Michelle Suzanne Aelion 
Miami, FL 

Omar Raza Ahmad 
Woodinville, WA 

Javerea Ahmed 
Bloomingdale, IL 

Samiha Syeda Ahmed 
Orland Park, IL 

Samiyya Iram Ahmed 
Elmhurst, IL 

Amelle Aldurra 
Glenview, IL 

Ryan Michael Allen 
St. Joseph, IL 

Sana Alnajjar* 
Chicago, IL 

Alyssa Marie Anderson 
Algonquin, IL 

Jonathan Aniciete 
Chicago, IL 

Andrew Tyler Asencio 
Beavercreek, OH 

Neha Atluri 
Decatur, IL 

Carma Azhar 
Orland Park, IL 

Jacob Scot Barnhart 
Lisle, IL 

Jordan Lynn Barry 
Plainfield, IL 

Madelyn Marie Betar 
Hollidaysburg , PA 

Jeet Bhalala 
Wadsworth, IL 

Christian Elliot Bladon 
Wayland, MA 

Fady Emad Botros 
Mequon, WI 

John Kenneth Bowman 
Birmingham, MI 

Cameron Joseph Braz 
Monson, MA 

Fiona Josephine Busser* 
Chelmsford, MA 

Carolyn Ann Byrne 
Schaumburg , IL 

Carolina Yesenia Campos 
Miami, FL 

Christopher Caputo 
Lawrenceville, NJ 

Collin Tomas Cartwright 
Commerce Township, MI 

Nicole Janice Cast 
Aurora, IL 

Anthony Lee Castelvecchi 
Geneva, IL 

Jorelle Bernabe Casumbal 
Fort Washington, MD 

Nikil Sridhar Chari 
Downers Grove, IL 

Geneth Chin 
South Windsor, CT 

Anthony Diter Collado 
Santa Clara, CA 

Mitchell Alan Collins 
Clarendon Hills, IL 

Erik Cooper 
Tampa, FL 

Megan R. Cote 
Grayslake, IL 

*Also receiving the Master of Public Health degree

5 



Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine   Class of 2025 

Colin Coubal 
Chippewa Falls, WI 

Hannah Ruth Craig 
Philadelphia, PA 

William Dan 
Belle Mead, NJ 

Michael Dean 
Midland, MI 

Katalina Demirkol 
Knoxville, TN 

Maria Ida Derrig 
Downers Grove, IL 

Samantha Lynn Devane 
Canton, MA 

Grace Catherine Devit 
Lagrange, IL 

Serena Rani Dhaon 
Vernon Hills, IL 

Seerat Dhindsa 
Cary, IL 

Arun Mark Dhingra 
Sunnyvale, CA 

Eliezer Diaz 
Houston, TX 

Anndrea Distor 
Bolingbrook, IL 

Kim Do 
Woodbury, MN 

Fayhaa Doja 
Cumming , GA 

Alessandro Doti 
Stevens Point, WI 

Nerise Lucille Eddy 
Stoughton, WI 

Benjamin David Ellison 
Dalton Gardens, ID 

Katherine Enrieto 
Winnetka, IL 

Kevin James Forde 
Western Springs, IL 

Alexandra Elizabeth Fowler 
Millville, MA 

Giorgiana Franzese 
New York, NY 

Courtney Madison Gamache 
Lenox, MA 

Mathew Geevarghese 
Chicago, IL 

Rachel Reshmi George 
W heaton, IL 

Vienna Rose George 
Brookfield, WI 

Vijaya George 
Cerritos, CA 

Danielle Marie Goduto 
Chicago, IL 

Haley Lavergne Hagopian-Maloul 
Chicago, IL 

Syed Zeeshan Hasan 
South Barrington, IL 

Habib Hassan 
Lombard, IL 

Sabrina Stagg Heline 
Elk Grove Village, IL 

Justin Hill 
Elm Grove, WI 

Nathaniel Eugene Hill 
Palatine, IL 

Daniel James Hindmand 
Mount Prospect, IL 

Daryle Howard* 
Naperville, IL 

Faraz Ilyas 
Shrewsbury, MA 

Steven Bradley Jacobsen 
Waukee, IA 

Milica Janosevic 
Schaumburg , IL 

Kallie Jiang 
Ada, MI 

Eric George Johnson 
Homer Glen, IL 

Isaac S. Johnson 
Oconomowoc, WI 

*Also receiving the Master of Public Health degree
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

Madison Jones 
O’Fallon, MO 

Isaac Kalloor Jose 
Glenview, IL 

David Andrew Jumes 
Appleton, WI 

Madeline Jurcev 
Palos Heights, IL 

Aravinda B. Kalimi 
Troy, MI 

Eveta Kats 
Highland Park, IL 

Nicole Kay* 
Downers Grove, IL 

Hadiah Kedwaii 
Omaha, NE 

Sean Patrick Kilgallon 
Chicago, IL 

Rebecca Jean Kline 
Deer Park, IL 

Natalia Klisch 
Chicago, IL 

Megan Klitzke 
Shawano, WI 

Daniel Knapp 
Erie, PA 

Christopher James Koeller 
Carol Stream, IL 

Austin Koenig 
Hawley, MN 

Caroline Rose Kreitzer 
Minneapolis, MN 

Julia Rose Lambert 
Downers Grove, IL 

Luke Anthony Lammers 
Champlin, MN 

Tomas Joseph Lawley 
Howell, MI 

Kathleen Le 
Huntington Beach, CA 

Megan Beth Leitner 
St. Augustine, FL 

James Benjamin Young Lennon 
Moline, IL 

Mark Oleh Leshyk 
Palos Park, IL 

Wendy Lin 
Monterey Park, CA 

Colin Chikeong Lo 
Seattle, WA 

Sean Lowitz 
Reisterstown, MD 

Nasha Luevit 
Southlake, TX 

Emily Lugthart 
Long Grove, IL 

Amy Luo 
Canton, MI 

Benjamin Quoc Ly 
Grand Rapids, MI 

Natalie Lyn 
San Marino, CA 

Brian Ma 
Thousand Oaks, CA 

Rahul Maini 
Naperville, IL 

Christopher Michael Markelz 
West Chicago, IL 

Elizabeth Markuson 
Geneva, IL 

Larissa Anna Masnyk 
W heaton, IL 

Sean Lawrence McDermot 
Kildeer, IL 

Abrar Hamayun Mian 
Long Grove, IL 

Amanda Catherine Micklo 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Monica Kane Misch 
Arlington Heights, IL 

Fadi Elias Moaikel 
Detroit, MI 

Osman M. Mohiuddin 
Milwaukee, WI 

*Also receiving the Master of Public Health degree
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Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine   Class of 2025 

Grifn Moore 
Crystal Lake, IL 

Darby Brice Naheedy 
Yorkville, IL 

Sara Jessica Napoli 
Lockport, IL 

Bridgit O’Brien Javens 
Duluth, MN 

Robert J. O’Donnell 
Westmont, IL 

Britanee Mika Okamura 
Azusa, CA 

Naomi Anne Oravitz 
Saginaw, MI 

Chloe Leanne Ortega 
Gurnee, IL 

Jaryd Christopher Pacis 
Wauconda, IL 

Abhishek S. Pandravada 
Willowbrook, IL 

Timothy Joseph Papiernik 
Lemont, IL 

Nidhi H. Parikh 
Havana, IL 

Michelle Park-Huang 
Chicago, IL 

Krishna Jayendra Patel* 
Houston, TX 

Saahil Ronak Patel 
Bartlett, IL 

Jacob Peschke 
Woodstock, IL 

Jordan Austin Phillips 
New York, NY 

Saakshi Pothina 
Aurora, IL 

Tori Leigh Price 
Moline, IL 

Michael Kenny Prochazka 
Downers Grove, IL 

Ciena Rose Pyter 
W hitefish Bay, WI 

Talha Syed Qadri 
Elk Grove Village, IL 

Daniel Conner Raferty 
Waterloo, IA 

Michael Oren Rauchwerger 
San Francisco, CA 

Frank John Raymond 
Monee, IL 

Gina Marie Rizzo 
East Northport, NY 

Kelli Rogers 
Carol Stream, IL 

Amal Rohail 
Naperville, IL 

Hunter Rolain 
Appleton, WI 

Vaishnavi Sadigale* 
Naperville, IL 

Malik Sahouri 
Burr Ridge, IL 

Karan Singh Saini 
Bartlett, IL 

Amatul Salam 
Lombard, IL 

Naveet Singh Sandhu 
Fresno, CA 

Teresa Joy Venta Santos 
North Aurora, IL 

Shreeya Atul Sawant 
Parsippany, NJ 

Jane Scheter* 
St. Paul, MN 

Zachary Nathan Schwartz 
Northbrook, IL 

Haley Nicole Scot 
Waterford, MI 

Kaitlyn Marie Sedor 
Monee, IL 

Sujin Seo 
Phoenix, AZ 

Tugba Serbest 
Morton Grove, IL 

*Also receiving the Master of Public Health degree
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

Aneri Nitish Shah 
Buffalo Grove, IL 

Rahi R. Shah 
Wood Dale, IL 

Shruti Umesh Shah 
Mount Prospect, IL 

James Patrick Shannon 
Sanibel, FL 

Aryon Shariati 
Huntley, IL 

Mathew Sharobeem 
Glenview, IL 

Patrick Jefrey Shehane 
Mokena, IL 

Anand Himanshu Sheth 
Schaumburg , IL 

Ashni Shety 
Cupertino, CA 

Janna Lauren Shim 
South Pasadena, CA 

Ardeshir Julian Shojaee 
Los Angeles, CA 

Mathew Silas 
Glastonbury, CT 

Emily Spoolstra 
Elmhurst, IL 

Amritha Sriram 
Los Altos, C 

Andrea Gabrielle St Laurent 
Tiverton, RI 

Michelle Lynn Sun 
Newtown, PA 

Osman Syed 
Naperville, IL 

Maen Talib 
Bridgeview, IL 

Divya Tomas 
Rockford, IL 

Emylin Tomas 
Naperville, IL 

Arch Vahakn Topouzian 
Winnetka, IL 

Demetrios Iason Tsirukis 
Bethlehem, PA 

Krishna Nikkhil Vannemreddy 
Naperville, IL 

Jason Hoang Chuong Vo 
Duluth, GA 

Danielle Patricia Voke 
North Andover, MA 

Katherine Jean Waghorne 
W heaton, IL 

Garret Weber 
Naperville, IL 

Jacob Larsen White 
Chicago, IL 

Jennifer Wilson 
Spirit Lake, IA 

Margo Winter 
Wausau, WI 

Leeann Xoubi 
Orland Park, IL 

Scot Yasuhiro Yamashita 
Oakland, CA 

Handeul Yoon 
Los Angeles, CA 

Bryce James Young 
Rhinelander, WI 

Hussain Hamiyd Yousaf 
East Elmhurst, NY 

Shadi Zbeidi 
Bridgeview, IL 

Grant Edward Zimmerman 
Franktown, CO 

Michelle Rita Zydeck 
Plymouth, MI 

CCOM Flag Bearers: Amanda Bernet, OMS-IV OMM Scholar; Alyssa Bowen, OMS-IV OMM Scholar; 
Reem Darwish, OMS-IV OMM Scholar 
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THE OSTEOPATHIC OATH 

I do hereby afrm my loyalty to the profession I am about to enter. 

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility 
to preserve the health and the life of my patients, 
to retain their confdence and respect both as a physician and a friend 
who will guard their secrets with scrupulous honor and fdelity, 
to perform faithfully my professional duties, 
to employ only those recognized methods of treatment 
consistent with good judgment and with my skill and ability, 
keeping in mind always nature’s laws 
and the body’s inherent capacity for recovery. 

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare of the community, 
sustaining its laws and institutions, 
not engaging in those practices that will in any way 
bring shame or discredit upon myself or my profession. 

I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, 
though it be asked of me. 

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues 
in a spirit of progressive cooperation, 
and never by word or by act cast imputations upon them 
or their rightful practices. 

I will look with respect and esteem 
upon all those who have taught me my art. 

To my college, I will be loyal and strive always for its best interests 
and for the interests of the students who come after me. 

I will be ever alert to further the application of basic biologic truths 
to the healing arts and to develop the principles of osteopathic 
medicine that were frst enunciated by Andrew Taylor Still. 

In the presence of this gathering, I bind myself to my oath. 
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Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine   Class of 2025 

ACADEMIC REGALIA AND PROCESSIONAL 

Gown 

Te gown is the cornerstone of the academic costume that has its origins in 12th and 13th century Europe, 
a period when universities were being formed. Today, Midwestern University follows guidelines established 
by the American Council on Education. All graduates wear black gowns, with the front panels of the 
doctoral gown trimmed in black velvet. Each sleeve of the doctoral gown is adorned with three bars of 
black velvet with bell-shaped wrist ends. Te master’s gown is unadorned, with the wrist ends of the sleeve 
open oblongs that extend beyond the hand. 

Chicago College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
Discipline Color: Kelly Green 
Liner Color: Black 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Pharmacy, 
Downers Grove 
Discipline Color: Olive 
Liner Color: Light Purple 
Chevron Color: White 

College of Health Sciences 
Physician Assistant Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Physical Terapy Program 
Discipline Color: Teal Blue 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Occupational Terapy Program 
Discipline Color: Sage Green 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Clinical Psychology Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Speech-Language Pathology Program 
Discipline Color: Crimson 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Dental Medicine–Illinois 
Discipline Color: Lilac 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

Chicago College of 
Optometry 
Discipline Color: Seafoam 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Graduate Studies 
Biomedical Sciences Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Graduate Studies 
Public Health Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Graduate Studies 
Precision Medicine Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

Hood 

Te hood, a commencement accessory placed around the neck that drapes down the back 
of the graduate’s gown, signifes achievement in higher education. Its velvet top layer is the 
discipline color of the program of study. Both the lining and the chevron trim colors are 
those of the college or the program. Te doctoral hood is four feet in length; the master’s 
hood is three and one-half feet in length. 

Tam 

All Midwestern University graduates wear black velvet tams with black (master programs) 
or gold (doctoral programs) tassels that hang to the right front side. 

Honor Cords 

Te honor cord, nearly six feet in length, is worn around the graduate’s neck and drapes down 
the front of the gown. Te diferent cord colors designate the academic achievement or honor 
status in a national academic/professional society. A graduate can wear multiple cords if he or 
she qualifes for individual honors. 

Midwestern University Coin 

A custom minted coin is a military tradition to recognize achievement, create incentive, 
improve safety, or show appreciation for duty, dedication, or a job well done. Following the 
military tradition, Midwestern University proudly presents graduates who are in the military 
or entering the military following graduation with a Midwestern University Coin to honor 
their service to our country. 
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Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine   Class of 2025 

HISTORY OF MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITY 

Midwestern University has a proud and impressive history. Founded in 1900 as the American 
College of Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery by J. Martin Littlejohn, Ph.D., D.O., M.D. 
(1865–1947), the organization was incorporated in Chicago, Illinois, to train physicians in a 
not-for-proft environment. 

Dr. Littlejohn hired talented faculty that enabled the College to establish a reputation as a leader 
in medical education, research, and clinical practice. Te early faculty mentored their students  
in the art and science of osteopathic medicine while teaching surgery, the principles and practices 
of osteopathic medicine, anatomy, and basic science. 

Te growth of the osteopathic college is intertwined with that of the osteopathic medical profession 
itself. Ever since 1874 when a country doctor, Andrew Taylor Still, announced his new theory of 
treating patients and began the frst college in 1892, the profession has grown in reputation and 
acceptance around the country and international settings. 
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

Te Downers Grove Campus was purchased in 1986, and the Chicago College of Osteopathic 
Medicine moved from its prior home in Hyde Park, Illinois, to this western suburb of Illinois. 
Following the relocation of the College, the Board of Trustees voted to begin the development of 
new academic programs within the health sciences, including the College of Pharmacy, Downers 
Grove (1991) and the College of Health Sciences, Downers Grove (1992). In 1993, the Board of 
Trustees unanimously approved a single educational mission for the institution, and Midwestern 
University emerged. Te Downers Grove Campus has since expanded to include the College 
of Dental Medicine–Illinois (2009), the Chicago College of Optometry (2014), the College of 
Graduate Studies, Downers Grove (2018), and the Proposed College of Veterinary Medicine–Illinois 
(2024). Te Downers Grove Campus, located on 105 acres, has buildings that include academic 
classrooms, laboratories, a state-of-the-art library and auditorium building, and student housing. 
Te Midwestern University Multispecialty Clinic and the future Companion Animal Clinic sit 
on 11 acres in Downers Grove. Established in 2013, the Multispecialty Clinic includes the Dental 
Institute, a Family Medicine Practice, the Speech-Language Institute, the Physical Terapy Institute, 
the Eye Institute, and other health services designed to meet a wide range of healthcare needs. 

Te Glendale Campus was established in 1995 when the Board of Trustees approved the purchase 
of land and the building of a new campus in Arizona. Te Glendale Campus is home to the Arizona 
College of Osteopathic Medicine (1995), the College of Health Sciences, Glendale (1996), the 
College of Pharmacy, Glendale (1998), the College of Dental Medicine–Arizona (2006), the Arizona 
College of Optometry (2008), the College of Veterinary Medicine–Arizona (2012), the College 
of Graduate Studies, Glendale (2018), and the Arizona College of Podiatric Medicine (2020). Te 
campus has seen rapid growth in the number of buildings, academic programs, faculty, staf, and 
students. Te Glendale Campus, located on 134 acres, has buildings that provide for academic 
classrooms, state-of-the-art laboratories, and student housing. Midwestern University operates six 
community clinics in Metro Phoenix. Five are located on the University’s 40-acre Clinical Campus: 
the Multispecialty Clinic, which opened in 2007; the Dental Institute and the Eye Institute, which 
opened in 2010; the Animal Health Institute—comprised of the Companion Animal Clinic (opened 
2014), Large Animal Center (opened 2015), and Diagnostic Pathology Center (opened 2016); and 
the Terapy Institute, which opened in 2020. Te Midwestern University Comprehensive Care 
Clinic – Central Phoenix, operated in partnership since 2023, is located in north central Phoenix. 

Midwestern University is still governed by the strong principles of the founding administration 
and faculty. An independent, not-for-proft corporation organized primarily to provide graduate 
and postgraduate education in the health sciences, the University is dedicated to the education 
and development of its students, faculty, and staf in an environment that encourages learning and 
personal development. 

Land Acknowledgement 

We respectfully acknowledge that the Midwestern University Downers Grove Campus is on the 
traditional and ancestral homelands of the people of the Council of Tree Fires. We honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the Indigenous peoples who have been caretakers of the land throughout 
generations, past and present. Acknowledging the history of the land on which our campus is located 
presents an opportunity to support and collaborate with Indigenous communities today. 
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight 

O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there, 

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

The national anthem of the United States of America is “The Star-Spangled Banner,” whose 
lyrics were inspired by a poem written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key after he witnessed the victorious 
defense of Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland, during the War of 1812. Key wrote the poem after 
seeing a large United States flag––composed of 13 red and white stripes, and 15 white stars against a 
field of blue––flying triumphantly above the fort after its bombardment the night before by British 
ships in Chesapeake Bay. “The Star-Spangled Banner” was named the official national anthem by a 

Congressional resolution on March 3, 1931. 
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