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ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP TEAM

Joshua C. Baker, O.D., M.S. 
Interim Dean, Chicago College of Optometry, Senior Vice President and Chief Academic Ofcer 

Tomas A. Boyle, D.O., M.B.A., FACEP, FACOEP 
Dean, Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Sheri Brownstein, D.M.D., M.Ed. 
Dean, College of Dental Medicine-Arizona 

Jared Chamberlain, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Health Sciences, Glendale Campus 

Mitchell R. Emerson, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Pharmacy, Downers Grove and Glendale Campuses 

Michael J. Fay, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Graduate Studies, Downers Grove and Glendale Campuses 

Alicia E. Feis, O.D., FAAO 
Dean, Arizona College of Optometry 

Carla Gartrell, D.V.M., J.D., DACVIM 
Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine-Arizona 

Harold J. Haering, D.M.D. 
Dean, College of Dental Medicine-Illinois 

Jefrey L. Jensen, D.P.M., FACFAS 
Dean, Arizona College of Podiatric Medicine 

Lori A. Kemper, D.O., M.S., FACOFP 
Dean, Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Coretta C. Patterson, D.V.M., DACVIM-SA 
Dean, Proposed College of Veterinary Medicine-Illinois 

Fred D. Romano, Ph.D., FASAHP 
Dean, College of Health Sciences, Downers Grove Campus 

Shannon Sesterhenn, M.S., Ed.D. 
Dean of Student Services 
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ORDER OF CEREMONY

Processional 
The Audience Will Please Stand 

Introduction 

National Anthem 

Opening Reflection 

Welcome Address 

Oath of a Pharmacist 

Presentation of Graduates 

Conferral of Degrees 

Presentation of Midwestern University Coin 
Honoring our Military Graduate 

Musical Interlude 

Student Remarks 

Closing Remarks 

Closing Reflection 

Recessional 

Video recording of commencement ceremonies using cameras or personal electronic 
devices is strictly prohibited. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Midwestern University reserves the right to use any photograph/video taken at any event sponsored by MWU for publicity 
purposes without the expressed written permission of those included within the photograph/video. MWU may use the 

images on its social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, YouTube), websites (midwestern.edu, 
mwuclinics.com, or mwuanimalhealth.com), or printed publications (e.g., invitations, programs, brochures). Thank you for 

your participation. 

Graduation Celebration Social Media Toolkit 
Congratulations Graduates! Midwestern University wants to help you celebrate commencement and provide you the 
tools to help you share your success on social media with customized stickers and templates for each social platform. 

Add a commemorative cover photo to your Facebook, LinkedIn, or Twitter profile, send a Snapchat with our 
graduation filters or use an #MWUGrad2025 Instagram sticker to tell your story. 
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College of Pharmacy - Downers Grove    Class of 2025 

CPDG Class of 2025 - Individual Awards 
Osvaldo Avecillas 

College of Pharmacy Pharmaceutics Award 

Mohammed Baghdadi 
American Pharmacists Association Senior Recognition Certifcate 

Bianca Chen 
CPDG Pharmacy Practice Development and Evaluation Award 

Mariam Isa 
CPDG Integrated Sequence Award 

Professor Anil Gulati Award 
Viatris Excellence in Pharmacy Award 

Heeba Mahmood 
Dhingra Family Award 

Krystal Martinez 
Illinois Association of Community Pharmacists Scholarship 

Merck Manual for Academic Excellence Award 

Diana Orellana Buitron 
CVS Scholarship 

Greeshma Pandya 
CPDG Integrated Sequence Award 

George Lee Prize Scholarship 

Isabella Rotondi 
College of Pharmacy Legacy Scholarship 

Illinois Pharmacists Association Leadership Award 
Wolters Kluwer Award of Excellence in Clinical Communication 

Sophie Ruger 
College of Pharmacy Alumni Council Award 

Illinois Council of Health-System Pharmacists Student Award 

Ashley Silvestri 
Beverly Talluto Memorial Scholarship 

Iqbal & Amy Atcha Scholarship 
Paula Giometti Memorial Scholarship 

Justin Webster 
Merck Manual for Academic Excellence Award 

Lucia Paula Zavala 
Smita Vipin Shah Award 
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY CLASS OF 2025 

Mohamad Raid Abdul-Maboud 
Plainfield, IL 

Chris Anthony Aguilar 
Romeoville, IL 

Mutasem Ali Ahmad 
Summit, IL 

Sana Kulsoom Ahmed 
Joliet, IL 

Lubna Ahsan 
Chicago, IL 

Haya Ali Alalfi 
Orland Park, IL 
Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Ali A. Ali 
Oak Lawn, IL 

Hamza Alkhawam 
Chicago, IL 

Sara Abdelrahman Alsawi 
Park Ridge, IL 

Alyaa Azeez Alshimmary 
Dearborn, MI 

Samiyah D. Anwar 
Chicago, IL 
Rho Chi Society 

Sarah Yahia Arjah 
Hanover Park, IL 

Osvaldo Jorge Avecillas 
Chicago, IL 
Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Sara Awad 
Darien, IL 

Mohammed Baghdadi 
New Lenox, IL 
Cum Laude, Phi Lambda Sigma, Rho Chi Society 

Dalal Bahnam 
Farmington Hills, MI 

Anh N. Bien 
Chicago, IL 

Marie Sandy Boulos 
Plainfield, IL 

Bianca JC Chen 
Hinsdale, IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Karen Cheung 
Binghamton, NY 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Maya Muneer Darwish 
Tinley Park, IL 
Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Antoinette Marie Defrenza 
Park Ridge, IL 

Nadeha Fareed 
Bloomingdale, IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma, Rho Chi Society 

Kulsum Farooqui 
Bartlett, IL 

Roomana Farooqui 
Hanover Park, IL 

Zubia Farooqui 
Orland Park, IL 

Alexis Emanuel Figueroa 
Chicago, IL 

Jennifer Flores 
Woodridge, IL 

Maryan Emad Gerges 
Tinley Park, IL 

Stefanie Margarita Gomez 
Franklin Park, IL 
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College of Pharmacy - Downers Grove    Class of 2025 

Micaela C. Gonzalez 
Naperville, IL 
Magna Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Ali Karim Hani 
Park Ridge, IL 

Adeena Fatima Hashmi 
Chicago, IL 

Diane Van Ho 
Naperville, IL 

Milan Mary-Louise Hotchkiss 
Plainfield, IL 

Saad B. Huq 
Canton, MI 

Sarah Idriss 
Oak Brook, IL 

Mariam Kareem Isa 
Orland Park, IL 
Cum Laude, Phi Lambda Sigma, Rho Chi Society 

Suzanne Jaber 
Yorkville, IL 

Sabahath Jameel 
Chicago, IL 

Vanessa Borgelin Joseph 
West Palm Beach, FL 

Jaskaran Kaur 
Granger, IN 

Fiza Atlas Khan 
Hinsdale, IL 

Yuriy Khlopas 
Berezhany, UKR 
Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Nicole E. Kliestik 
Mokena, IL 

Julia Langfelder 
Spring field, IL 

Prachi Hitendra Luhar 
Northlake, IL 

Esteban Machado 
W heeling , IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Heeba K. Mahmood 
West Chicago, IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Miles Alexander Mann 
Yorkville, IL 
Magna Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Krystal Martinez 
Bradenton, FL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Maxwell Robert McGowan 
Gilberts, IL 

Mohammed Refaat Mhanna 
Oak Lawn, IL 

Nazam Noor Mian 
Fredericksburg , VA 
Cum Laude, Phi Lambda Sigma, Rho Chi Society 

Ghadaa Mohammad 
Tinley Park, IL 
Cum Laude 

Jasmine Elisa Mudiyappan 
Mount Prospect, IL 

Kristine Hoanglinh Nguyen 
Morton Grove, IL 

Adesola Odedina 
Lynwood, IL 

Hamza Loai Olwan 
Burbank, IL 
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College of Pharmacy - Downers Grove    Class of 2025 

Diana Abigail Orellana Buitron 
Chicago, IL 

Shailja V. Padai 
Carol Stream, IL 

Jason Zenon Padniewski 
Eden Prairie, MN 

Pamela Jane Rosales Palisoc 
Chicago, IL 

Greeshma Pandya 
Adrian, MI 
Summa Cum Laude, Phi Lambda Sigma, Rho Chi Society 

Mayur Patel 
Northlake, IL 

Taylor Pfister 
Joliet, IL 

Amanda Porter 
Homer Glen, IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Maha Qureshi 
Sugar Land, TX 

Vivian A. Reyes-Gomez 
New Lenox, IL 
Cum Laude 

Keaton James Ringhand 
DeForest, WI 

Isabella Rotondi 
Mokena, IL 
Magna Cum Laude, Phi Lambda Sigma, Rho Chi Society 

Sophie Addison Ruger 
Ottawa, IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Juliana E. Salinas 
Aurora, IL 

Alishba Sarwar 
Chicago, IL 

Para R. Sharma 
Northbrook, IL 

Ashley Elizabeth Silvestri 
Roselle, IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 

Lauren Sim 
Schaumburg , IL 

Frank Edward Stryker 
Windsor, CT 
Rho Chi Society 

Sitha Thor 
Appleton, WI 
Rho Chi Society 

Jason Tlais 
Dearborn Heights, MI 

Rachel Christine Totos 
Mokena, IL 

Quynh Nguyen_Nhat Tran 
Sacramento, CA 

Saruul Tsogtbayar 
Glenview, IL 
Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Justyna Jadwiga Tylka 
Palos Hills, IL 
Cum Laude, Rho Chi Society 

Justin Tyler Webster 
Park Forest, IL 

Emily Wu 
Bothell, WA 

Lucia Paula Zavala 
Park Ridge, IL 
Phi Lambda Sigma 
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Oath of a Pharmacist 

I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others 
through the profession of pharmacy. In fulflling this vow: 

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of sufering 
my primary concerns. 

I will treat all patients with dignity and respect to promote 
equitable care and reduce health disparities. 

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best 
of my ability to assure optimal outcomes for all patients. 

I will respect and protect all personal and health information 
entrusted to me. 

I will accept the responsibility to improve my professional 
knowledge, expertise, and self-awareness. 

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles 
of our profession’s moral, ethical and legal conduct. 

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care. 

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences, and values 
to prepare the next generation of pharmacists. 

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the 
responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public. 
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

ACADEMIC REGALIA AND PROCESSIONAL 

Gown 

Te gown is the cornerstone of the academic costume that has its origins in 12th and 13th century Europe, 
a period when universities were being formed. Today, Midwestern University follows guidelines established 
by the American Council on Education. All graduates wear black gowns, with the front panels of the 
doctoral gown trimmed in black velvet. Each sleeve of the doctoral gown is adorned with three bars of 
black velvet with bell-shaped wrist ends. Te master’s gown is unadorned, with the wrist ends of the sleeve 
open oblongs that extend beyond the hand. 

Chicago College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
Discipline Color: Kelly Green 
Liner Color: Black 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Pharmacy, 
Downers Grove 
Discipline Color: Olive 
Liner Color: Light Purple 
Chevron Color: White 

College of Health Sciences 
Physician Assistant Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Physical Terapy Program 
Discipline Color: Teal Blue 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Occupational Terapy Program 
Discipline Color: Sage Green 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Clinical Psychology Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Health Sciences 
Speech-Language Pathology Program 
Discipline Color: Crimson 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Dental Medicine–Illinois 
Discipline Color: Lilac 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

Chicago College of 
Optometry 
Discipline Color: Seafoam 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Graduate Studies 
Biomedical Sciences Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Graduate Studies 
Public Health Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 

College of Graduate Studies 
Precision Medicine Program 
Discipline Color: Gold 
Liner Color: Navy 
Chevron Color: Gold 
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

Hood 

Te hood, a commencement accessory placed around the neck that drapes down the back 
of the graduate’s gown, signifes achievement in higher education. Its velvet top layer is the 
discipline color of the program of study. Both the lining and the chevron trim colors are 
those of the college or the program. Te doctoral hood is four feet in length; the master’s 
hood is three and one-half feet in length. 

Tam 

All Midwestern University graduates wear black velvet tams with black (master programs) 
or gold (doctoral programs) tassels that hang to the right front side. 

Honor Cords 

Te honor cord, nearly six feet in length, is worn around the graduate’s neck and drapes down 
the front of the gown. Te diferent cord colors designate the academic achievement or honor 
status in a national academic/professional society. A graduate can wear multiple cords if he or 
she qualifes for individual honors. 

Midwestern University Coin 

A custom minted coin is a military tradition to recognize achievement, create incentive, 
improve safety, or show appreciation for duty, dedication, or a job well done. Following the 
military tradition, Midwestern University proudly presents graduates who are in the military 
or entering the military following graduation with a Midwestern University Coin to honor 
their service to our country. 
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Midwestern University    Downers Grove, Illinois 

HISTORY OF MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITY 

Midwestern University has a proud and impressive history. Founded in 1900 as the American 
College of Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery by J. Martin Littlejohn, Ph.D., D.O., M.D. 
(1865–1947), the organization was incorporated in Chicago, Illinois, to train physicians in a 
not-for-proft environment. 

Dr. Littlejohn hired talented faculty that enabled the College to establish a reputation as a leader 
in medical education, research, and clinical practice. Te early faculty mentored their students  
in the art and science of osteopathic medicine while teaching surgery, the principles and practices 
of osteopathic medicine, anatomy, and basic science. 

Te growth of the osteopathic college is intertwined with that of the osteopathic medical profession 
itself. Ever since 1874 when a country doctor, Andrew Taylor Still, announced his new theory of 
treating patients and began the frst college in 1892, the profession has grown in reputation and 
acceptance around the country and international settings. 
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(History Continued) 

Te Downers Grove Campus was purchased in 1986, and the Chicago College of Osteopathic 
Medicine moved from its prior home in Hyde Park, Illinois, to this western suburb of Illinois. 
Following the relocation of the College, the Board of Trustees voted to begin the development of 
new academic programs within the health sciences, including the College of Pharmacy, Downers 
Grove (1991) and the College of Health Sciences, Downers Grove (1992). In 1993, the Board of 
Trustees unanimously approved a single educational mission for the institution, and Midwestern 
University emerged. Te Downers Grove Campus has since expanded to include the College of 
Dental Medicine–Illinois (2009), the Chicago College of Optometry (2014), the College of Graduate 
Studies, Downers Grove (2018), and the Proposed College of Veterinary Medicine–Illinois (2024). 
Te Downers Grove Campus, located on 105 acres, has buildings that include academic classrooms, 
laboratories, a state-of-the-art library and auditorium building, and student housing. Te Midwestern 
University Multispecialty Clinic and the future Companion Animal Clinic sit on 11 acres in Downers 
Grove. Established in 2013, the Multispecialty Clinic includes the Dental Institute, a Family 
Medicine Practice, the Speech-Language Institute, the Physical Terapy Institute, the Eye Institute, 
and other health services designed to meet a wide range of healthcare needs. 

Te Glendale Campus was established in 1995 when the Board of Trustees approved the purchase 
of land and the building of a new campus in Arizona. Te Glendale Campus is home to the Arizona 
College of Osteopathic Medicine (1995), the College of Health Sciences, Glendale (1996), the College 
of Pharmacy, Glendale (1998), the College of Dental Medicine–Arizona (2006), the Arizona College 
of Optometry (2008), the College of Veterinary Medicine–Arizona (2012), the College of Graduate 
Studies, Glendale (2018), and the Arizona College of Podiatric Medicine (2020). Te campus has 
seen rapid growth in the number of buildings, academic programs, faculty, staf, and students. Te 
Glendale Campus, located on 134 acres, has buildings that provide for academic classrooms, state-
of-the-art laboratories, and student housing. Midwestern University operates six community clinics 
in Metro Phoenix. Five are located on the University’s 40-acre Clinical Campus: the Multispecialty 
Clinic, which opened in 2007; the Dental Institute and the Eye Institute, which opened in 2010; the 
Animal Health Institute—comprised of the Companion Animal Clinic (opened 2014), Large Animal 
Center (opened 2015), and Diagnostic Pathology Center (opened 2016); and the Terapy Institute, 
which opened in 2020. Te Midwestern University Comprehensive Care Clinic – Central Phoenix, 
operated in partnership since 2023, is located in north central Phoenix. 

Midwestern University is still governed by the strong principles of the founding administration 
and faculty. An independent, not-for-proft corporation organized primarily to provide graduate 
and postgraduate education in the health sciences, the University is dedicated to the education 
and development of its students, faculty, and staf in an environment that encourages learning and 
personal development. 

Land Acknowledgement 

We respectfully acknowledge that the Midwestern University Downers Grove Campus is on the 
traditional and ancestral homelands of the people of the Council of Tree Fires. We honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the Indigenous peoples who have been caretakers of the land throughout 
generations, past and present. Acknowledging the history of the land on which our campus is located 
presents an opportunity to support and collaborate with Indigenous communities today. 
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight 

O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there, 

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

The national anthem of the United States of America is “The Star-Spangled Banner,” whose 
lyrics were inspired by a poem written in 1814 by Francis Scott Key after he witnessed the victorious 
defense of Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland, during the War of 1812. Key wrote the poem after 
seeing a large United States flag––composed of 13 red and white stripes, and 15 white stars against a 
field of blue––flying triumphantly above the fort after its bombardment the night before by British 
ships in Chesapeake Bay. “The Star-Spangled Banner” was named the official national anthem by a 

Congressional resolution on March 3, 1931. 
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